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LORD  HARDINGE   OF  PENSHURST
1910-1916
pHARLES HARDINGE, afterwards Lord Hardinge of
v^ Penshurst, was the second son of Charles Stewart,
2nd Viscount Hardinge, and grandson, of the 1st Viscount,
who had been Governor-General of India from 1844 to
1848. His father had been an M.P., an Under-Secretary
of State and Chairman of the Trustees of the National
Gallery. His mother, Lady Lavinia Bingham, daughter
of the 3rd Earl of Lucan, died when he was six years old.
Born on 20th June 1858 at Highgate, he was educated
at Harrow and at Trinity College, Cambridge, where he
was a good oar and football player. He passed into the
Diplomatic Service in 1880 and then served successively
in Constantinople, Bucharest and Paris. His account of
these years in Old Diplomacy makes fascinating reading,
for it shews the early life of a man of character and in-
telligence who was determined to make good. In 1890
he married his first cousin, the Hon. Winifred Sturt,
daughter of Henry, 1st Lord Alington, and niece of Lord
Northbrook, who fifteen years earlier had been Viceroy of
India.
Hardinge made a rapid and successful career in the
Diplomatic Service, becoming Secretary of Legation at
Teheran, Secretary of Embassy (Counsellor) at St Peters-
burg, Assistant Under-Secretary of State at the Foreign
Office, and in 1904 British Ambassador at St Petersburg,
when he was sworn a Privy Councillor. Two years later,
while still under fifty, he was promoted to be Permanent
Under-Secretary at the Foreign Office, one of the two most
powerful and important positions in the Civil Service,
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